
HOW YOU CAN MAKE YOUR HOME MORE SALEABLE 



www.rodwellsre.com.au

HOW YOU CAN MAKE YOUR HOME
MORE SALEABLE?

A comprehensive checklist you will find helpful whether you are still in the planning stages or have 
already discussed listing your property with a consultant. Properly preparing your home can be critical 
in achieving the best possible price in the shortest possible time. It can sometimes involve hard work and 
some expense but does result in clear cut benefits at sale time. There are some general considerations 
that will make your home more attractive to prospective buyers. 

THESE ARE THE MAIN ONES:

CLEAR SPACES AND LIGHT
Your property will appear larger and more spacious if you make it a point to remove all clutter 
and unneeded items and furniture. This includes clearing bench tops, the inside of wardrobes and 
pathways. Pack or store anything you don’t need prior to shifting. Make rooms as light as possible. 
Keep shades and curtains open during the day and have sufficient lighting at night.

CLEAN AND TIDY 
Buyers are impressed if every room and every area of a property is clean and tidy. Further, they tend 
to think that if everything is clean and well cared for where they can see, it will be the same where 
they can’t see. It is a lot of work but will increase the selling value of your home and save you heaps 
of cleaning time on shifting day. 

LOOKING GOOD OUTSIDE  
One of the major frustrations experienced by sales consultants is, after having made an 
appointment to view a home that is likely to meet a buyer’s requirements, that a person says 
that they don’t want to look through the house - ‘I don’t like the way it looks from the outside’. 

It’s very difficult to overcome this type of initial reaction - a potential sale can be lost before the 
prospective buyer has even walked through the gateway. Take a walk past your home from the  
opposite side of the street. Stop and take a critical look at the kind of view that a buyer would 
have as a first impression.  
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DRIVEWAY
Weeds or oil patches

PATHS
Weeds

LAWN
Cut neatly, edged and weed free

GARDEN
Weed free? bedding plants to add sparkle

ROOF 
Moss free, free of flaking paint? spouting - leak free, clean?  

SHRUBS AND TREES
Trimmed? 

FENCING  
Stained and in good repair? 

FRESH IS BEST
A well aired home will smell even better with a little assistance from a few judiciously placed bowls 
of potpourri. 

WINDOWS AND DRAPES 
On a clear day you can see forever, but only if the windows and sills are fresh and clean and will 
enhance that view. Once clean, it’s a simple operation to wipe the condensation away in the 
morning.  

FLOOR COVERINGS 
This could be a great time to consider the cleaning of carpets - not only do they look so much 
better, they also add to that feeling and smell of freshness. Vinyl, covered and wooden floors are 
easy to keep clean, especially if they’re well polished. 

FIREPLACES 
Clean out all the ashes. 

THE GARAGE 
Time for a trip to the rubbish dump? A garage sale? Make sure that there is a place for everything 
and everything is in its place. Even the garage should look a part of the home that you love. 

REDECORATION 
Even a small amount can make an enormous difference. It may just be a coat of paint to the front 
door or window sashes - perhaps some new wallpaper in the entrance hall.
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ELECTRICAL SWITCHES AND POWER POINTS
Repair/replace damaged items. 

FLOORS
Repair/replace damaged vinyl-tiles.  

CARPETING
Repair/replace damaged or worn areas. Remove and clean spots and stains. 

CEILINGS
Repair cracks, paint if needed. 

WALLPAPER/PAINT
Repair/replace damaged or worn areas. Repaint where required. 

HALLWAYS
Check lighting adequate, remove obstructions. 

STAIRS 
Repair/replace damaged or worn areas.  

WARDROBES/CUPBOARDS
Repair/replace/paint doors where needed. Tidy and remove unnecessary items. 

WINDOWS
Repair/replace broken or faulty sashes. 

LIGHT FIXTURES
Repair/replace damaged areas, wiring and bulbs. Clean shades. 

CURTAINS, SHADES AND DRAPES
Repair/replace faulty hardware. Attached heaters/fireplaces clean and check. 

APPLIANCES 
Check stove, water cylinder etc are in good order. 

BASEMENT
Check lighting is working, remove all obstructions and unnecessary items. 

PLUMBING
Replace /repair damaged or leaking taps. Repair leaky or faulty toilet cistern. 

HOW YOU CAN MAKE YOUR HOME MORE SALEABLE? 
INSIDE CHECKLIST
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OUTSIDE LIGHTING
Check bulbs, wiring working properly.

DOORS REPLACE
Broken/cracked glass.

DECKS
Replace/repair damaged areas and railings. Remove all unnecessary items or furniture. 

GLASSHOUSES 
Replace broken glass. Tidy inside area. 

OUTBUILDINGS/SHEDS 
Replace/repair damaged cladding and paint. Remove all unnecessary items and trash.   

PATHWAYS 
Repair damaged areas. Clear all obstructions, clean surfaces.

GARAGE
Check paint, doors and openers working properly. Remove all unnecessary items and trash.

CHIMNEYS
Repair/replace damaged areas. 

ROOF
Repair/replace damage. Repaint if required.

HOW YOU CAN MAKE YOUR HOME MORE 
SALEABLE? 
OUTDOOR CHECKLIST

CLADDING 
Repair/replace/paint damaged areas. 

WINDOWS
Replace broken panes, repair/replace/paint damaged frames.  

GUTTERS 
Replace damaged or missing sections. Repair leaks, clean out or paint if needed.   

WALLPAPER/PAINT
Repair/replace damaged or worn areas. Repaint where required. 
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FENCES  
Repair/replace/repaint damaged areas. 

MAILBOX
Repair/replace damaged areas. Check if numbers are clear and readable.

LAWNS AND YARDS 
Tidy gardens, mow lawns, trim hedges. 

DRIVEWAY
Repair damaged areas. Clear all obstructions, clean surfaces. 

GATES
Repair/repaint damaged areas and hinges. 
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